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Rationale:  Why Standards Based Grading?   

The purpose of providing grades to students is to give quality feedback to students and parents about the student’s current level of mastery of 
the standards.  Standards based grading is criterion reference whereas traditional grading systems are norm referenced and support a bell curve.  
Traditional grading systems include various factors (attendance, behavior, etc.) not directly related to mastery of the standards and do not 
present a correlation to performance on standards based/criterion references assessments.  Traditional grading systems support grade 
inflation/deflation, while standards based grades provide a more accurate measure of a student’s mastery and/or progress towards mastery.  
The  use of teacher developed rubrics is an essential component of standards based grading.  Wright and Wise (1988) found in a study of 43 
teachers, that across all subject areas rubric ratings were significantly correlated higher to standardized testing scores than grades based on 
points.  In a separate meta-study of 21 different studies (Fuchs and Fuchs, 1986) the researchers determined that asking teachers to make 
decisions about students using rubrics rather than points enhanced student achievement by 32 percentile points.  Williams and Felps (1983) 
found that students assessed with rubrics (in math) scored on average 14 percentile points higher than norm-referenced groups, low-income 
students scored  “24 percentile points higher than the average assessment of those using points,” and students assessed with rubrics had a more 
positive attitude toward math.  The research shows that student achievement and motivation increase when standard based grading is 
implemented. 

 

Implementation:  How will Bedichek Middle School implement standards based grading? 

The SBG Committee began meeting in March of 2015 to review best practices with regards to grading, using Myron Dueck’s Grading Smarter, 

Not Harder and Robert Marzano’s Transforming Classroom Grading as anchor resources.  The SBG committee also pulled in resources from 

Crockett High School and the internet (including Harpool M.S. in Denton ISD).  In May of 2015 the SBG presented a plan to the Bedichek 

Leadership Team. 

During the summer of 2015, 6th grade and elective teachers will participate in a two day training to learn the basics of standards based grading, 

in preparation for implementation during the 2015-2016 school year.  Professional development will be provided using an educational expert in 

the area of standards based grading implementation.  Professional development/support will be provided throughout the school year by the  
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educational expert.  6th grade teachers will utilize a common standards based grading practice/protocol beginning day 1 of the 2015-2016 school 

year (see attached documents for practice/protocol). 

Parent communication will be delivered by school administration using School Messenger during the summer.  Explanation will be provided at 

Back to School Night as well as at PTA, CAC, and a special report card meeting held after the completion of the first six weeks. 

Implementation of Standards Based Grading will roll up to 7th grade in 2016-2017 and 8th grade in 2017-2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bedichek Middle School 

Teams Gradebook Guidelines 

All Bedichek Middle School gradebooks are set up under the same basic guidelines.  There are two basic categories that all assignments will fall under.  The first 

chart below includes a description for the categories.  The second chart has a list of TEAMS codes that the teachers have available to use instead of entering in 

a numerical grade.  The first six codes will average into the grade on the 100 point scale.  The last five will either average in as a zero or will not calculate as any 

value. 

 
Categories Weight/Percentage Description

Major Summative 70

Unit test, projects, research papers, final drafts, essays, presentations, common assessments, lab practical, written 

proposal, performance tasks

Minor Summative 30

quizzes, graphic organizers, rough drafts, short pieces of writing, oral questions in class, exit tickets, learning logs, journal 

entries, performance tasks, laboratory write-ups, Cornell note summaries, Tutorial Request Forms

Formative/Practice 0

No Weight (optional category) - class discussions, daily practice, teacher observations, questioning, check for 

understanding, classroom assignments, homework

Code for 

TEAMS Descriptor

SBG 

Scale

100 pt. 

Conversion

AISD GPA Scale 

(4.0 Scale)

MAS Mastery - student has shown mastery of the content/skill. 4 100 4

PRO

Proficient - student is proficient in their understanding of the content/skill.  

This is the target. 3 90 3

BAS Basic - student has a basic understanding of the content/skill. 2.5 80 2

DEV Developing - student is developing their understanding of content/skill. 2 70 1

LIM Limited - student has demonstrated limited understanding of content/skill. 1 60 0

NOE

No Evidence - student has turned in the work and there is no evidence of 

learning.  *At the end of the six weeks all MSG grades will be replaced with NOE 0 40 0

Code for 

TEAMS Descriptor

SBG 

Scale

Gradebook 

Calculation

MSG Missing - student has not turned in the assignment. 0 0

PND Pending - student has turned in the work, but it hasn't been graded. - -

ABS Absent - student has not turned in the assignment because they were absent. - -

EXC Excused - student is excused from turning in the assignment - -

I Incomplete - student has not turned in the assignment 0 0
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Sample Rubric: 
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TEAMS Gradebook Example:  



Bedichek Middle School 

Teams Gradebook Guidelines (cont.) 

The TEAMS Gradebook will be made up of Summative Assessments:  (Major 70%, Minor 30%) 

Summative assessments are designed to provide information about a student’s mastery of the curriculum/learning goal(s). Summative assessment occurs after 

teachers have provided feedback to students through formative assessments.  Summative assessment is assessment of learning that occurs at the end of a 

sequence of instruction. 

No single grade can count for more than 1/3 of the overall grade.  Bedichek MS supports a balanced assessment approach and recommends using multiple 

assessment formats that require students to write, create, and to perform to document learning. Extenuating circumstances for individual students may alter 

the time frame in which a summative is administered.  Grades should be based on mastery of the standards.  Examples of summative assessments include, but 

are not limited to, the following 

Major Summative Examples:  Minor Summative Examples: 

Unit test    Quizzes 

Projects    Graphic Organizers 

Research Papers   Rough Drafts 

Final Drafts   Short Pieces of Writing 

Essays    Oral questions in class 

Presentations   Exit Tickets 

Common Assessments  Learning Logs 

Lab Practical   Journal Entries 

Written Proposal   Performance Tasks 

Performance Targets  Laboratory Write-ups 

Portfolios    Cornell Notes Summaries 
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Teams Gradebook Guidelines (cont.) 

Formative Assessment:  (Does Not Count Towards Overall Grade) 

Formative assessment directs the teacher’s instructional decisions regarding adjustments or re-teaching needed to ensure student success on the 

curriculum/learning goal(s).  It also communicates to the student any learning adjustment needed prior to the summative assessment.  Formative assessment 

is FOR learning. 

The formative assessments recorded must align to the standards of the summative they precede and are to provide guidance to the student, teacher, and 

parent on progress towards learning goals.  While Formative assessments are not calculated in the overall grade, they are still vital to the growth of your 

student’s achievement.  Formative scores will be a tool for teachers, students, and parents to monitor the progress of the student.  They should reflect 

progress on standards only, not compliance—i.e. returning a progress report for a grade or brining a box of tissues at the beginning of the school year.  

Formative assessment is practice that takes place both formally and informally.  Formal assessment occurs when regular instruction is stopped to assess 

student understanding.  Informal assessment happens during the course of instruction.  Examples of formative assessments include, but are not limited to, the 

following:  

Class Discussions 

Daily Practice 

Teacher Observation 

Questioning 

Check for Understanding 

Classroom Assignments 

Homework 

All homework should be completed, reviewed in a timely manner, and used as a method to provide students with specific feedback on their performance of the assigned tasks.  

The research on homework indicates that providing feedback is critical, but assigning a grade to every homework assignment is not necessary.  Homework should result in a 

higher performance level on summative assessments.   

 


